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Academic Regulations for the International Ph.D. Program in Medical
Neuroscience, Taipei Medical University

Established and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on April 22,
Established and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on May 5,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on March 22,
Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on March 28,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on May 17,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on September 12
Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on December 28,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on January 10
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on July 11,

Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on July 22,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on July 26
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on March 5,

Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on March 26,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on March 27,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on July 22,

Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting July 28,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting September 17,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on October 25,
Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on October 27
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on December 7,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on March 25.
Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on March 30,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on May 18,
Amended and Passed in the Program Meeting on March 08.
Amended and Passed in the College Affair Meeting on March 26,
Amended and Passed in the Academic Affair Meeting on May 17,

2011
2011
2012
2012
2012

,2012

2012

, 2013

2013
2013
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2014
2014
2015
2015
2015
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, 2017

2017
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2022
2022
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2024
2024

Article 1 The duration of study and suspension: To be administered in accordance with the
Taipei Medical University Academic Regulations.

Article 2 Graduation Credits:

Students in the program shall complete a minimum of 30 credits, including 26
credits of required courses (including 12 credits of Ph.D. Dissertation) and at least
4 credits of elective courses. The credits shall be completed within the first and
second year of the study before taking the qualification examination. Students
working for the Ph.D. degree directly, they shall complete a minimum of 42
credits, including credits of master’s courses and 12 credits of Ph.D. Dissertation.

Article 3 Advisor:

I.  Students may select their advisors from either TMU or National Health
Research Institute and discussed with the advisor regarding the candidate for
co-advisor. The research topic shall be determined by the advisor.

I1.  Students shall select their advisors before the end of the first semester in their
second year and have the “Advisor Consent Form” signed to confirm the rights
and duties between the professors and students.

I1l. Before changing the advisor, a student shall communicate with the advisor fully
in advance. The “Advisor Change Form” shall be filled and turned in for the
change of advisor or co-advisor

Article 4 Lab Rotation

I.  Students shall conduct internship in rotation in the labs operated by the full-
time faculty in this program. Each rotation will last for three months with the
total of 96 hours. In case of special conditions, an internship is less than three
months, the instructors may adjust the period flexibly in accordance with a
student’s performance. The weekly schedule of the internship shall be
arranged through discussions between the students and instructors.



Students shall hand in the internship consent form two weeks prior to the
commencement of the internship. Internship evaluations shall be returned to
the program office two weeks after the completion of the internship.

Article 5 Dissertation Advising Committee

V.

\2

Students shall select their advisors before the end of the second semester in
their second year. A Doctoral Dissertation Advising Committee shall be
formed by a Ph.D. student’s advisor. The Committee shall be composed of
three to five members (including the advisor), and a convenor shall be
appointed by and from among the committee members (advisors shall not
serve as the convenor).

After passing the qualification examination, a student shall present a proposal
for the Ph.D. dissertation. Two progress reports shall be made before the
Ph.D. degree examination. The period between the submission of each
progress report shall at least be six months. After presenting the second
report, a student may apply for the Ph.D. degree examination.

After the submission of progress report in each academic year, the Doctoral
Dissertation Advising Committee shall collect and compile the comments to
be submitted to the program. The Ph.D. student research progress committee
shall review the comments and forward the reviewed comments to the student
and advisor, who shall provide advises accordingly.

In the event of a change of advisor, a new Doctoral Dissertation Advising
Committee shall be formed within a year.

The Doctoral Dissertation Advising Committee shall review the disciplines
regarding the student’s Ph.D. dissertation.

Article 6 Regulations for Qualification Examination

An intercampus Ph.D. Degree Qualification Examination Committee shall be

formed to administer the matters of examination committee members. There

shall be three to five members in the committee. The Program Director shall

be the ex-officio member. The National Health Research Institute and the

program shall recommend at least one member to form the committee. A

convener shall be elected among the members.

The Formation of the Ph.D. Degree Qualification Committee: The

Intercampus Ph. D. Qualification Examination Committee shall recommend

five specialists at the level of assistant research fellows or assistant professor,

or above specialized in the disciplines related to the research topic of the

student as the members of the qualification examination committee. A

convener shall be elected among them. At least one of the members shall be

the faculty in the program, and one of the members shall not be the faculty in

the program.

(i) The candidate’s advisors shall not be a member of the examination
committee.

(if) The examination committee members shall sign the non-disclosure
agreement.

(iii) The advisor may submit the list of conflicted interest with explanations of
the reasons.

Examination Qualifications: Students are required to complete at least 18

credits of the required and selective course (of study and obtain at least 18



VI.

credits from required and elective courses to apply. Students working for the
Ph.D. degree directly shall complete a minimum of 30 credits) to apply for
the examination.
Required Documents:
(i) A copy of the Application Form for Ph.D. Degree Qualification
Examination (including the advisor’s signature).
(i1) A copy of Ph.D. dissertation proposal (including research achievements).
Evaluation of Qualification Examination: Written and oral examination
regarding the research proposal. The examination is consisted of three phases:
Phase 1:
Students shall turn in a one-page proposal in English regarding the research
topics, including the title and outlines to be reviewed by the Ph.D. Degree
Qualification Examination Committee. The research proposal shall be logical
and comprehensive to be workable. The Ph.D. Degree Examination
Committee shall complete reviewing Phase 1 of the examination. The
convener shall inform the student to conduct the oral examination within two
months.
Phase 2:
A candidate shall write a complete research proposal in accordance with the
proposal submitted in Phase 1, with reference to the writing guidelines
provided by the program. The proposal shall be submitted to the Ph.D.
Degree Examination Committee one week prior to the oral examination. The
date, time, and venue of the examination will be confirmed.
Phase 3: Oral Examination
Students shall present their proposals in English. Only English and Chinese
are allowed in the oral defense. The scope of the oral examination shall not be
limited to the research proposal itself. Students shall pass the Ph.D.
qualification examination and become a Ph.D. candidate with a total average
score of at least 70 and the consent of two thirds of the committee members.
Those who fail to pass the examination shall revise the research proposal
according to the comments of the examination committee members within
three to six months to retake the examination. Students may retake the
qualification examination once. If a student fails in the retake of the
qualification examination, he/she shall be withdrawn from the program.
Students may apply for an extension to the examination if there are special
reasons. Nevertheless, they shall complete the Phase 1 of the qualification
examination before the end of the spring semester in the third year. If a
student fails to complete Phase 1 of the qualification examination, his/her
advisor will be informed regarding the counseling of their projects. When
necessary, Student Counseling Committee Meeting will be held to discuss the
matters.

Article 7 Guidelines for Ph.D. Students to Publish Papers in SCI Journals

Qualifications for the Application of Preliminary Review of Ph.D.

Dissertations

(i) Students shall publish two papers as the first author in SCI11000 journals
(if journals not included in in the top 1000 journals, the papers shall be
top 50% of the papers in the same discipline) and the total impact factor



V.

(IF) of the papers shall be =6.0. Instead, students have published 1 paper
as the first author with Impact Factor =5 are eligible to apply for the
examination.

(if) If the papers have the same contributions, the points are calculated as
follows:

1. If there are 2 authors with the same contributions, 90% will be
calculated for both authors. If the papers are published in journals with
IF=6 or =10.00%, a 100% will be given.

2. If there are 3-4 authors with the same contributions, 60% will be
calculated for all the authors. If the papers are published in journals
with IF=10, a 100% will be given.

3. If there are 5 authors or above with the same contributions, 30% will be
calculated for all authors. If the papers are published in journals with
IF =20, a 100% will be given.

(iii) If there are any special conditions (such as an advisor is seriously ill or
encounters major incidents or delay a student’s paper submission), a
student may submit evidence to the Program Meeting and College Meet
for discussions and approval.

Students shall present their papers with either Ph.D. Program for Neural

Regenerative Medicine, College of Medical Science and Technology, Taipei

Medical University and National Health Research Institutes or Ph.D. Program

for Neural Regenerative Medicine, College of Medical Science and

Technology, Taipei Medical University as their affiliations in order to be

counted. Starting from 2022 academic year, students shall present their papers

with either the Ph.D. Program in Medical Neuroscience, College of Medical

Science and Technology, Taipei Medical University and National Health

Research Institutes or Ph.D. Program in Medical Neuroscience, College of

Medical Science and Technology, Taipei Medical University as their
affiliations in order to be counted.

When students publish their papers, their advisor or co-advisor shall be the

corresponding author.

The contents shall be solid in foundation, consistent in logic, and comply with

the contents of the dissertations.

Acrticle 8 Preliminary Review of Ph.D. Dissertation

Required Documents

(i) Transcript

(if) Offprint or letter of acceptance of the SCI papers

(ii1) First draft of the Ph.D. dissertations

The submitted materials shall be reviewed by the preliminary review
committee summoned by the program director. Passing the preliminary
review, students are allowed to apply for the Ph.D. degree examination.

Article 9 Ph.D. Degree Examination

The advisor shall recommend five to nine candidates to be the members to the
Ph.D. Degree Examination Committee. Consented by the program direction,
the recommendation list shall be forwarded to the Dean, who shall choose the
appropriate members. At least one third of the committee members shall be
the external committee member(s). The advisor shall not be the convener. The



passing grade of the degree examination is 70.

I1.  Passing the Ph.D. Degree Examination, after collecting the committee
members’ suggestions’ and revising the dissertation, the candidates may
apply for leaving the University in accordance with the degree examination
procedure and graduation and school leaving protocol. A degree certificate
shall be conferred accordingly.

Article 10 Matters not covered by these Regulations shall be handled in accordance with the
regulations and rules of the Ministry of Education and Taipei Medical University.

Article 11 These Regulations have been approved by the Academic Affairs Meeting and
have been submitted to the President for approval and implementation.
Amendments to these Regulations shall follow the same procedure.



